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ÅWelcome, Territorial Acknowledgement

Å Introductions

ÅFoodLandsand Agriculture in the SLRD

ÅFood Policies and Plans ςKey goals and objectives

ÅAgricultural Land Use Inventory ςimportant findings

ÅAgricultural Regulations ςProvincial and Municipal Roles and Responsibilities

ÅAg Regulations ςOverview of Key Regs and Topics/FAQs

ÅMore Questions & Answers

ÅLunch and Mingling!

Outline

Agricultural Lands Overview
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Introductions
Claire Dewar, Senior Planner
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District
cdewar@slrd.bc.ca
www.slrd.bc.ca

Sarah McJannet, Senior Planner
District of Squamish
smcjannet@squamish.ca
www.squamish.ca

Krystle tenBrink, Executive Director
Squamish CAN / Food Policy Council
krystle@squamishcan.net

Reed Bailey, Land Use Planner
Strengthening Farming Program
BC Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Reed.Bailey@gov.bc.ca

Jeffrey Weightman, Team Lead
Land Use Planning and Geospatial Unit
Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Jeffrey.Weightman@gov.bc.ca

aƛƪŜ .ŀƴŘȅΣ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴƴŜǊ
{ƻǳǘƘ /ƻŀǎǘΣ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ YƻƻǘŜƴŀȅǎ
!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ [ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ
aƛƪŜΦ.ŀƴŘȅϪƎƻǾΦōŎΦŎŀ

mailto:cdewar@slrd.bc.ca
http://www.slrd.bc.ca/
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mailto:krystle@squamishcan.net
mailto:Reed.Bailey@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Jeffrey.Weightman@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Mike.Bandy@gov.bc.ca
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Å SLRD includes 25,480 ha of ALR land ςlargely focused in the 
Upper SquamishValley, Pemberton Valley, Area B/Lillooet area

Å Area D includes 4,066 ha ALR land

Å LG bylaws must be consistent with the ALC Act and Regulation 
AND they provide important tools to protect and enhance 
farmland for farming

Å Regional Growth Strategy Goal 10: Protect and Enhance Food 
Systems: 
Å Strategic Directions ςimplement Ag Plans, preserve agricultural land base, 

promote agricultural viability, strengthen regional connections and systems

Å Monitoring ςtotal ha workable farms, ALR land in the SLRD, plots of urban 
agriculture 



Foodlandsand Agriculture 

in the SLRD
ÅSLRD Area D Zoning Bylaw:
ïALR land is zoned agriculture

ïminimum parcel size is 40 ha

ï farm residential footprint

ïgenerally 1 farm residence per parcel

ïmax GFA 350 m2 for farm residence

ÅSLRD Area D OCP Bylaw: 
ïPolicies to guide decision making criteria for lands 

designated Agriculture

ïFarming Protection DPA applies to all land within 300 m 
of the ALR



Food Policies + Plans



Food Policies + Plans

ÅIƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
agricultural land base and creating a positive 
regulatory environment for food and farming

Å Enhances awareness and promotes policies to foster a 
more sustainable food system in Squamish

Å Key Objectives and Policies

ïHealthy, resilient food system in Squamish

ï Increase local food security and self-sufficiency

ïProtect ag land base in the region, maximize land 
availability and access to drive increased production

ïExpand facilities and infrastructure for processing, 
distribution and storage (also food hubs!!)

ï Increase neighbourhoodfood assets for access to healthy, 
affordable and culturally diverse food for all



Squamish Food Policy Council

Under the backbone of Squamish CAN

Our mission is to ensure that all members of Squamish 

have access to nutritious, safe, ecologically sustainable, 

and culturally appropriate food at all times. Our vision is 

that Squamish Valley food and agricultural lands are 

protected, and producers, processors, growers, foragers, 

and knowledge holders are supported.

Squamish Valley Agriculture Plan

Å Over 52 action items over a ten year plan

Å High priority action items include:

Å Removing barriers for farmers

Å Getting land in production

Å Establishing a community farm

Å Establishing a school farm

Å Increasing food assets

Å Increase of the procurement of 

regionally growing food 

Å Leveraging funding

Squamish Food Policy Council



Food Policies + Plans



Food Policies + Plans



Ag Land Use Inventory 2017

Å5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΤ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘȅǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ

Å¦ǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘΣ ǳƴŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ

ÅtǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ

ÅYŜȅ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ²ŀǘŜǊ 5ŜƳŀƴŘ aƻŘŜƭ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
ƴŜŜŘǎ

Å/ƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ 
ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜπōȅ άǿƛƴŘǎƘƛŜƭŘέ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǘƻ 
ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŀ ǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊ
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ÅSurvey included
ïAll parcels within the ALR

ïClassified with Farm Status (BC Assessment)

ïContains active water license for farming or irrigation

ïZoned to permit agriculture and indicating signs of 
agriculture (aerial imagery)

Effective ALR: areas within legally surveyed ALR 
parcels and are subject to local and/or regional 
planning decisions (outside of Reserve Lands 
and outside of surveyed parcels, e.g. within 
waterways)



Ag Land Use Inventory 2017
Key Findings

ÅOnly 2% (47 ha) of Effective 
ALR lands are being farmed

Å93% of Effective ALR is in 
natural or semi-natural state



Ag Land Use Inventory 2017

Key Findings (All ALR Parcels)

Åhƴƭȅ п҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ![w ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎ όмм ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎύ ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜ ά¦ǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎέ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ 

Åфс҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ![w ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ άbƻǘ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎέ



YŜȅ CƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ όtǊƛǾŀǘŜ ![w tŀǊŎŜƭǎύ

Åоп҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎ όру ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎύ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ

ÅDǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ά!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎέ ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ нπп Ƙŀ ŀƴŘ пπу Ƙŀ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜ
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Squamish Agri-Food Sector 

Study



Ag Land Use Regulations Overview

Province of BC



Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

What is the ALR?

Å Agricultural land freeze in 1972

Å ALR established in 1973 as a Provincial land 
use zone where:
ïAgriculture is encouraged and is recognized as 

the priority use

ïNon-farm uses are regulated  

Å ALR boundaries primarily based on:
ï agricultural capability mapping

ï existing land uses

ï input from over 300 meetings



Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

What is the ALR?

4.9% 
of the 

Province is 
ALR
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aŀƴŘŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ с ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ![/ !ŎǘΥ

с όмύ tǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ
Å tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ![w
Å 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ![w ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ

Å 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƭƻŎŀƭκǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ CƛǊǎǘ 
bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
![w ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōȅƭŀǿǎΣ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ

с όнύ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻΥ 
Å tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜΣ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ![w

Å ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ![w ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳ ǳǎŜ

ALC Commissioners (2018)



Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

How does the ALR affect land use?

ÅDevelopment of ALR land is subject to:
ïALC Act (overarching ALR legislation)

ïALR General Regulation (mainly procedural)

ïALR Use Regulation (permitted land uses)

ïLocal or regional government bylaws

ÅGenerally, local zoning cannot prohibit farm 
uses in the ALR

ÅOther uses permitted by ALR Regulations can 
be restricted by bylaw (e.g. residential uses)

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/02036_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/57_2020
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/30_2019


Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

Permitted Uses in the ALR

Land uses permitted under the ALCA 
and ALR Use Regulation:

V Agriculture

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/30_2019


Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

Permitted Uses in the ALR

ŀǎ ƻŦ 5ŜŎΦ омΣ нлнм

[ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ![/! 
ŀƴŘ ![w ¦ǎŜ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΥ

V!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ

VwŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/30_2019


Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

Other Permitted Uses in the ALR

Compatible with 
or supportive of 

farming

Farm product processing and retail sales (50% rule)

Limited events/weddings etc. (Farm status required)

Limited agri-tourism (Farm status required)

Alcohol production facilities (50% rule)

Forestry

Equestrian facilities



Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

Non-Farm Uses in the ALR

Åaƻǎǘ ƴƻƴπŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǳǎŜǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ 
![/Σ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ

U /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƻǊ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǳǎŜǎ

U !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ

U LƳǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ Ŧƛƭƭ ƻǊ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƛƭ

U {ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴύ

ÅLƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ![w ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ƴƻƴπŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ
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How to confirm if a property is in 
the ALR:

Å ALR Property Finder

Å Google Earth layer

Å NOTE: the ALR notation on 
Certificate of Title is NOT reliable

https://governmentofbc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=87dee902dc5e443fbff8ca7b4311b407
https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/alr-maps/


Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

Tools for Realtors
ALC website:

Å Buying and Owning Land in the ALR

Å ALC Act, ALR Regulations, ALC 
Policies and Info Bulletins

Å ALC Application Map

Questions?ContactALC staff

https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/permitted-uses-in-the-alr/living-in-the-alr-information/
https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/resources/the-alc-act-and-alr-regulations/
https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=36156b64de3c4bf3970ffe1ce65a4c32&extent=-136.1332,48.0359,-107.7666,58.781
https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/contact/


Subdividing Land in the ALR
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Å{ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ Ґ ŘŜŀǘƘ ōƭƻǿ ǘƻ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ

Å{ƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀǊƳŜŘ
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Subdividing Land in the ALR
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Å Subdivision = death blow to agriculture

Å Smaller parcels are less likely to be farmed

Å Erodes long term agricultural and 
economic potential

Å Increasesland cost per hectare

Å Increases complaints by non-ALR    
residents



Subdividing Land in the ALR
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Å.ǳǘΣ ōǳǘΣ ōǳǘΧǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ 
lots for young farmers!

WRONG!!



Subdividing Land in the ALR
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The Importance of Siting



The Importance of Siting

2018 2020





BC Land Matching Program



BC Land Matching Program

When Leased Land is for Sale
Å/ƭŀǊƛŦȅ ǿƛǘƘ ōǳȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭƭŜǊ ŦƛȄǘǳǊŜǎ

Å²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜΚ 

Å²Ƙŀǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΚ

Å!ƴȅ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ                             
ǘƻ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎŀƭŜΚ

Å¢ƛƳŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳŜǊ ǘƻ                 
ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ŎǊƻǇǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǾŜ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭǎ

ÅwŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜƭƭ ǘƻ ŀ ōǳȅŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ                    
ǘŀƪŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎŜ

Å5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳȅŜǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΚ


