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Overview
The Squamish Valley Agricultural Plan (the “Plan”) was built upon a desire by the agricultural and food
systems community to assist growth in the agriculture and related sectors within Squamish and Area D.
The Plan will consider agriculture and the food system in its regional context and will anticipate future
changes and challenges.
The four specific objectives of the Plan were to:
1.

Identify opportunities and actions to strengthen agriculture within the community of Squamish and
Area D;

2.

Protect and increase the productivity of foodlands and the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR);

3.

Contribute to the long-term health and economic sustainability of the community; and

4.

Integrate indigenous knowledge, perspectives and considerations for supporting indigenous food
sovereignty within traditional lands and food systems in the region.

The development of the Plan involved engaging agriculture stakeholders as well as the general public. This
engagement summary outlines the engagement objectives, engagement activities and the input we
received throughout the project.

FIGURE 1 SQUAMISH VALLEY AGRICULTURAL PLAN PROJECT TIMELINE.
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Description of Engagement
Overview

Initial engagement focused on introducing the project and gathering some high-level input related to a
vision for food and agriculture and identify the key challenges and opportunities that exist through an
open house and community survey. This was followed by further in-depth discussion and analysis with
the Steering Committee, government staff, and other key stakeholders. Public outreach included hosting
a table at the Squamish Farmers Market, presenting at the Ashlu Creek Foundation AGM, attending the
Brackendale Fall Fair, and facilitating a discussion at a Squamish Nation Elders’ lunch at Totem Hall. A final
Open House was hosted to present the plan to the public. A final meeting of the Steering Committee will
be held after endorsement of the plan by the District of Squamish Council and the Squamish-Lillooet
Regional District.

1. Steering Committee meetings

The Squamish Valley Agriculture Plan Steering Committee was comprised of agriculture and food experts
and stakeholders in the Squamish Valley. The Committee acted as a sounding board throughout the
planning process, providing guidance and advice at key points in the process. In particular, the group
provided input on vision, goals, and priorities; identified approaches to help engage the community the
process; provided feedback on draft policy directions; and vetted the draft plan before it is presented to
the public.
There were four Steering Committee meetings throughout the project:
•
•
•
•

February 2019: To introduce the project, review deliverables and timeline, and discuss the
engagement strategy.
April 2019: To present the results of the survey, identify and prioritize issues, present the
background report, and discuss the market opportunities analysis.
June 2019: Confirm vision statement, review and confirm themes, and develop recommended
actions.
November 2019: Presentation of the first draft of the plan and discussion of implementation
strategy.

2. Online survey

An online survey was developed to: solicit community input into a draft vision for agriculture in the
Squamish Valley; conduct an inventory of existing food/agriculture businesses and organizations; identify
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats; and generate potential action ideas. The survey was
promoted through the District of Squamish and SLRD websites, and by the Steering Committee members.
64 people completed the online survey, and two people completed a paper version of the survey.
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3. Open House #1

A community drop-in style open house event was held on Sunday, March 10, 2019, 5:30 – 7:30 at the
Brackendale Art Gallery. The purpose of the event was to inform the community of the process and inspire
residents about agricultural planning, and to seek wide input on a vision for agriculture in the Squamish
Valley, issues and concerns, and ideas for action. Approximately 40 people attended the event.
The event included presentations from:
•
•
•
•

Sarah McJannet, District of Squamish –
introduced the project
Ione Smith, Project Consultant – gave an
overview of agricultural planning
Kim Sutherland, Ministry of Agriculture –
presented on land use regulations and
Ministry jurisdiction
Sarah Petznick, Lillooet Food and
Agriculture Society – presented on the
benefits of an agriculture plan for Lillooet

The eight poster stations comprised the following
information and sought input:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Demographics: who was there, and what was the personal connection to farming.
Information about the project and agriculture in the Valley.
Vision for agriculture in the Squamish Valley.
What’s helping and hindering agriculture in the Squamish Valley.
Ideas for action.

There were conversation tables hosted by facilitators for attendees to have a dialogue with one another
and project team members about about agriculture and food system issues and ideas.
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4. Community Meetings

Four meetings were held with specific stakeholders:
Squamish First Nation Elder’s lunch: was attended at Totem
Hall to discuss the plan and hear feedback regarding key
issues.
Ashlu Creek Foundation AGM: SVAP goals and objectives
were presented, and a discussion was held on priorities and
funding opportunities.
Squamish Farmers Market: A table at a market in May 2019
provided public info and representatives of the project team
answered questions from members of the public and heard
from community members regarding key issues and
priorities.
Brackendale Fall Fair: This event was organized by the
Brackendale Farmers Institute in September 2019. Members
of the project team hosted a station at the Fair to raise
awareness of the project and answer questions from
members of the public.

5. Implementation Strategy Workshop

A workshop was held in December 2019 and a facilitated discussion was conducted with members of the
Steering Committee, community organization representatives, and government staff. The purpose of the
workshop was to delve into details regarding how the plan will be implemented at the community level
once it is endorsed and/or adopted by local government. Approximately 12 individuals attended the
workshop. The discussion resulted in the Squamish Food Policy Council coming forward and offering to
lead the Implementation Group for actions that require leadership from a non-governmental
representative.

6. Presentations to Elected Officials

A final draft of the Squamish Valley Agricultural Plan was presented to District of Squamish Mayor and
Council and SLRD Board members at official local government meetings (e.g. Committee of the Whole) in
January 2020. The draft plan received unanimous support by both the District of Squamish and SLRD
Board.
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7. Open House #2

A second open house was held on February 20, 2020 from 5:30 to 8pm at the Squamish Adventure Centre.
There were approximately 40 members of the public and Steering Committee members who attended
the drop-in style event. Light refreshments were provided, and members of the project team were on
hand to answer questions and receive feedback. Information boards outlining the process and key
outcomes of the plan were displayed alongside detailed maps and results from some of the engagement
events.
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8. Expression of Gratitude for the Steering Committee

A celebratory event (or gift) is scheduled to be held with the Steering Committee in early April or May
2020, once the final plan is officially adopted by the District of Squamish and SLRD.

What we heard
The following summarizes the input from the engagement activities.

1. Personal connection with farming.

The largest group of participants in the first open house and on the survey indicated that they were a
gardener (19% and 69% respectively). The second largest group of participants in the survey indicated
they forage for food (22%), followed by a variety of other connections including previous generations of
farmers, and supporters of local farming. The participants at the event also indicated they came from
previous generations of farmers, and also indicated some small level of farming.
The survey respondents also indicated their main agricultural products, the type and number of products,
major constraints to expanding their farm operations, which channels they used to sell their products,
percentage of income generated through various channels, the geographic regions that their products are
sold, and farm-related issues.

2. Top strengths of farming and food production in the Squamish Valley

Survey input indicated the two top strengths of farming and food production were ‘access to markets –
local and regional’ and ‘good support from local consumers,’ followed by ‘public is well educated about
local food,’ and ‘strong cultural history of farming’ and ‘good soils.’ Input from the event supported the
survey input, and included good water supply.

3. Top challenges affecting farming and food production in the Squamish Valley

The survey responses indicated the most significant challenge was the ‘high costs and capital inputs of
land,’ followed by ‘limited supporting infrastructure,’ ‘flooding and other natural hazards,’ and ‘local
government land use policies and regulations.’ Additional input from the event participants included
threat of land development.
The Steering Committee also identified the most significant challenges as being cost of land for farming;
the difficulty in converting forested land to farmland; zoning requirements; and lack of enforcement.

4. Action ideas

A large number of ideas for actions to strengthen agriculture in the Squamish Valley were received from
the survey and the public event. All of the input is included in the appendices; the main categories of
action ideas offered were:
•
•
•
•

Systemic support (e.g. create agricultural group, food hub)
Support for farmers (e.g. tax incentives, advocate, identifying new market opportunities)
Education/promotion
Regulation (e.g. regulate urban development, tax implications for non-farming use of ALR land)
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5. Vision

The survey and the public event sought input on words that would
help describe a vision for the future of agriculture in the Squamish
Valley. From the survey, the top three words or themes that were
identified as most important to be included in a vision for agriculture
were (in order of popularity):
1. Sustainable agricultural/food sector (environmentally,
socially and economically responsible)
2. Accessible land/processing/distribution
3. Prosperous, resilient, vibrant, strong agriculture/food sector
The responses at the public event were similar to the ones from the
survey, but also included food literacy, knowledge and education as
part of the vision.
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Appendix A: Steering Committee Input on Issues
Issues identified by the Steering Committee included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

challenge of moving from a resource based industry to agricultural land
confusion regarding zoning in the area in regard to land mapping/planning
ALR and ALC have a lot of rules; local communities only have some jurisdiction
lots of farmland properties are still treed/in timber; people are sitting on land that is potentially
agricultural, but people are not farming
challenge in how agriculture is being enforced
need for local governments to make zoning changes to support agriculture
too much focus on recreation rather than agriculture in Upper Valley
need more opportunities to expand agritourism
barriers (cost, time, resources) in converting forest to farm
land prices are too high for farming; large parcels are too expensive (an acre of land is worth
$197,000 in the Squamish Valley)
subdivision of lots for agriculture is difficult
potential to use developed spaces to be more accessible and productive to better support urban
agriculture
changes of zoning from agriculture to high density housing
need alternative models for supporting shared economies and smaller, intensive farming
smaller lots tend to move towards estate homes in 20-30 years; evidence shows that the smaller
the lot, the less likely it is to be farmed
planners like to see a wide range of parcel sites available
legally binding lease requires subdivision (land title), which is needed for business loans
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Appendix B: Open House #1 Input

III

What’s helping and hindering agriculture in the valley?
Helping
•

Land leasing programs

•

Sharing of crop harvesting, fruit picking

•

The farmers market

•

Trend to support local, organic

•

Would agricultural tourism be better than clearing (forest bathing, intrinsic value)

•

More info available to support local movement

Hindering
•

Land affordability (x2)

•

People interested in farming

•

District of Squamish – bylaws don’t conform to farming bylaws

•

Burning bylaws

•

Affordable housing for farm workers (x2)

•

Finding staff

•

No support network for farmers – lone voice

•

Lack of education in leadership

•

Non-farm use competing for AG land

•

Water rights

What are your action ideas for strengthening agriculture in the valley?
(numbers signify a star placed on the proposed idea)
•

Clearing land to increase productivity (x1)

•

Accessing information about leasing and other tenure arrangements (x1)

•

Attracting farm labour

•

Making connections with local retailers (x1)

•

Preparing for climate change (e.g. drought, flooding) (x1)

•

Identifying new market opportunities (x1)

•

Developing partnerships (x1)

•

Creating more supportive regulations (x1)

IV

•

Identifying funding

•

Increasing awareness of local food (x1)

Additional ideas (on sticky notes):
•

Creation of more diverse selection of land parcel sizes zoned for farming use

•

Ongoing partnerships + consultation with Squamish Nation

•

Helping people interested in farming to access land – long-term so that they can make
infrastructure

•

investment (e.g. drainage)

•

Tax assessment reform (stick)

•

Incentive for farming ALR (carrot)

•

Most land needs to be drained need $ and long-term commitment to land

•

Support system for farmers

•

Lower cost land

•

Land-matching can’t be the solution

Conversation Table Input
Ideas to Actions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Backyard farming support
Infill gardening
More education for politicians
ALR needs to support more enforcement
Protect aquifers (e.g. policy development) (x2)
Strong restrictions against non-farm use
Collectives/shared resources/collaborations
Land trusts to address availability/cost
Relay information idea/farm workshops
Festivals + celebrations
Tiny home community in Squamish Valley to help look after farm property – intentional
agricultural community
Flood-oriented farming
Strengthen zoning/bylaws re agriculture

Agricultural Challenges

V

Market concerns

Is there enough interest from the public/locals in farming? E.g. if we are able to create and/or sustain
more land for people to farm, will there be systems in place to support that (is there enough of a
market, is there enough variety in parcel sizes/affordability)

Water access concerns
•

Concerns over aquifers

•

Garibaldi at Squamish = no water!

•

Developments are drawing our water reserves

Non-Farm Use Concerns
•

Non-farm uses in AG areas

•

What is “good” agriculture? Stables?

•

Need unified farming voice in Squamish

•

No local enforcement on AG issues

•

Pressure from development is stronger than the zoning

Capacity/Social concerns (e.g. housing, staff)
•

Agriculture losses to jobs

•

Concerns re disenfranchising the voices they need to hear

•

Depression with farmers related to instability/social isolation

Land concerns
•

Land affordability

•

Access to land

•

Land needs improvement – needs drainage + clearing – can’t do with leasing

•

Floods!

•

Flooding/loss of land – climate change – bigger floods

Education concerns
•

Encouraging more locals to adopt farming practices

•

Need more education for council – need an advocate

Agricultural Strengths
•

History of farming

•

Government funding and initiatives

VI

•

AG plan process = united voice

•

Water supply

•

Market – farmers’ market/town/outlets

•

Requiring developers to strengthen farming (community gardens)

•

Supportive community

•

Young Agrarians

•

Existing community events/supports

•

Climate
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Appendix E: Open House #2 Input
There were approximately 40 individuals who attended the Open House. During this event, the key
themes and recommended actions were presented to the public. Participants were given stickers to
place next to the actions that they felt were the most important. Key take-aways include:
•
•
•
•
•

Goal 1: The most popular action was 1.3: Deepen dialogue with Skwxwú7mesh Úxwumixw
(Squamish Nation) on foodlands and agricultural activities.
Goal 2: The most popular action was 2.3: Identify and pursue viable solutions for local meat
processing.
Goal 3: Many of these actions were given indications of supports but 3.7: Encourage
regenerative agricultural practice received the most.
Goal 4: The most popular recommended action was 4.5: Develop a climate adaptation and
sustainable farming practices strategy for the Squamish Valley.
Goal 5: There was a lot of support for this goal, with several actions receiving top levels of
support: 5.1: Create and maintain Development Permit Area Guidelines for Farmland Protection,
5.2: Ensure zoning supports appropriately scaled processing and value-added activities, 5.3:
Continue to include agriculture as a permitted use in non-ALR urban and residential areas, and
5.4: Update OCP and zoning bylaws to better align with the Agricultural Land Commission Act
and Regulations.

XXXVII

XXXVIII

Appendix F: Open House #2 Poster Boards
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WELCOME
SQUAMISH VALLEY
AGRICULTURAL PLAN
OPEN HOUSE
February 2020

The purpose of this open house is to:
• Unveil the final draft plan to the community
• Seek support for recommended actions
• Present the implementation strategy

PLAN OVERVIEW
Objective: Assist growth in agriculture and
related sectors
Key Goals:
(i)
Identify opportunities to strengthen
agriculture
(ii)
Protect and increase productivity of
foodlands
(iii) Contribute to long-term health and
economic sustainability
(iv) Integrate Indigenous knowledge and
support Indigenous food sovereignty

FUNDERS

This project is funded in part by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
and the Government of British Columbia through programs delivered
by the Investment Agriculture Foundation of B.C., and is being led by
the SLRD in partnership with the DoS and Squamish Food Policy
Council.

PROJECT VISION
The Squamish Valley supports an ecologically sound and economically diverse
agricultural sector, where foodlands and water resources are accessible, protected, and
productive.
Farmers and processors have the knowledge and skills to be nimble in a dynamic
economic environment, are adaptive to a changing climate, and are part of the solution
to mitigate climate impacts while contributing to food security.
Growers, foragers, and fishers are supported by well-developed harvesting, processing,
storage, distribution, and marketing systems.
A combination of traditional and innovative practices ensures that a legacy between
generations is sustained.
Nutritious food is plentiful and appreciated as part of a resilient food system that
reinforces human, ecological, and economic health.

PROJECT TIMELINE

FOOD + AG PLANNING PROGRESS
SQUAMISH
FOOD CHARTER
ENDORSED
SQUAMISH
FOOD POLICY
FORMATION

20
15

VCH
COLLABORATION
AGREEMENT_ FOOD
SYSTEMS PRIORITY
20
AREA
16

20
13

SLRD REGIONAL
GROWTH STRATEGY:
AG PLANNING
IDENTIFIED NEED

SQUAMISH2040
OCP ADOPTION
FOOD POLICY

SQUAMISH2040
FOOD DEEP DIVES
SQUAMISH
FOOD SYSTEM +
ASSET MAPPING

AGRICULTURE
LAND USE
INVENTORY

20
17

SVAP
INITIATION

20
18

20
19

OVERVIEW OF AGRICULTURE

TOTAL ALR IN THE AREA

4,066 HA

47 HA
FARMED WITHIN THE ALR

21 HA
FARMED OUTSIDE THE ALR

LIVESTOCK

CROPS

Horses are the most
abundant livestock (68%)
followed by small-scale
sheep, goats, beef, swine
and poultry.

The most common agricultural
use of land is pasture (87%)
followed by small amounts of
hops, vegetables, fruit trees,
mixed berries and tomatoes.

ALR LANDS FALL UNDER LOCAL AND REGIONAL
49% OF
GOVERNMENT JURISDICTION

The majority of these ALR
lands are covered in
wetlands and trees

551 HA
79%

The remainder are on the
Squamish First Nation
Reserve or outside legally
surveyed parcels

Or the land contains land
uses not suitable for
agriculture such as parks,
roadways and railways

have potential for agricultural activities

Of participants from the 1st Open House in March 2019 and survey
responses indicated that they were a gardener. The second
largest group of participants in the survey indicated they forage for
food (22%), followed by a variety of other connections including
previous generations of farmers, and supporters of local farming.

STRENGTHS AND
CHALLENGES

STRENGTHS

CHALLENGES

Access to markets –

High costs of capital

local and regional;

inputs and land;

Good support from

Limited supporting

local consumers;

infrastructure;

Opportunities to

Flooding and other

increase production

natural hazards;

on agricultural lands

Local government

and good soils.

land use policies and
regulations.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

4

66
66

STEERING COMMITTEE
MEETINGS

SURVEY
SURVEY
RESPONSES
RESPONSES

Producer and community surveys
were promoted through the
District of Squamish, SLRD
websites, and by the Steering
Committee members.

40

PROJECT KICK-OFF

Attendees

March 2019

5

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Squamish Nation Elders Lunch at
Totem Hall
Ashlu Creek Foundation (AGM)
Squamish Farmers Market
Brackendale Fall Fair
Open House (Today!)

KEY GOALS AND ACTIONS
6 Goals
37 Recommended actions
Lead and supporting roles identified
ACF
AGRI
ALC
BCAFM
BCAI
BCYA
BFI
DoS
EMBC
ENV
FLNRORD

IAF
LAFS
MAH
SD48
SES
SFMS
SFPC
SLRD
SLRFTF
SSFPA
SSMPA
VCH

Ashlu Creek Foundation
BC Ministry of Agriculture
Agricultural Land Commission
BC Association of Farmers Markets
BC Climate Action Initiative
BC Young Agrarians
Brackendale Farmers Institute
District of Squamish
Emergency Management BC
BC Ministry of Environment
BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations, and Rural Development
Investment Agriculture Foundation
Lillooet Agriculture and Food Society
BC Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
School District 48
Squamish Environmental Society
Squamish Farmers Market Society
Squamish Food Policy Council
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District
Squamish-Lillooet Regional Food Task Force
Small Scale Food Processors Association
Small Scale Meat Producers Association
Vancouver Coastal Health

Level of urgency
• Ongoing (must keep supporting)
• High (focus on these first)
• Medium
• Low

Tell us what you think!
Place a sticky dot on the actions you support.
G o a l 1 Expand and encourage agriculture and food production
Actions:
#

Description

1.1 Continue to support and facilitate
land-linking programs locally.

Identify opportunities and
locations for enhancing land
access for agriculture initiatives
1.2
and determine the feasibility of a
community farmland trust for the
Squamish Valley.

Deepen dialogue with
Skwxwú7mesh Úxwumixw
1.3
(Squamish Nation) on foodlands
and agricultural activities.

Role

Lead:
SFPC, BCYA
Support:
AGRI, BFI, ACF

Urgency

Ongoing

Lead:
SFPC
AGRI
Support:
DoS
SLRD
SD48
Quest University
Lead:
SFPC, DoS
Skwxwú7mesh
Úxwumixw

High

Medium

Support:
SLRD
AGRI

Lead:
SFPC
BFI

Disseminate information about
1.4 range of crops that can be grown
Support:
in the Squamish Valley.
AGRI
SES
BCYA

Medium

Support
(Place Dots)

Tell us what you think!
Place a sticky dot on the actions you support.
G o a l 2 Improve Sector Growth and Viability
Actions:
#

Description

Develop an agri-food sector
2.1 strategy for the Squamish
Valley.

Role

Urgency

Lead:
DoS EcDev Office
Support:
SLRD, SFPC, BFI,
AGRI, IAF

Ongoing

Lead:
Identify a location and develop SFPC, SFMS
a funding strategy to establish a DoS EcDev Office
High
2.2
permanent year-round
Support:
Squamish Farmers Market.
BCAFM

Identify and pursue viable
2.3 solutions for local meat
processing.

2.4

Support local procurement
initiatives.

Lead:
SFPC
Support:
BFI, SSMPA, LAFS

Lead:
SFPC
DoS EcDev Office
Support:
AGRI, SD48
SLRFTF, VCH

Medium

Medium

Lead:
SFPC
Support:
Create a “Made in the
SFMS, BFI
Low
2.5 Squamish Valley” branding and
DoS EcDev Office,
marketing strategy.
Squamish
Chamber of
Commerce,
Tourism Squamish

Support
(Place Dots)

Tell us what you think!
Place a sticky dot on the actions you support.
G o a l 3 Promote Stewardship of Natural Resources and Regenerative
Agricultural Practices
Actions:
#

Description

Continue to encourage
3.1 policies and practices for
maintaining and increasing
pollinator health.

Role

Urgency

Lead:
SFPC, DoS, SLRD
Support:
Ongoing
AGRI, IAF
S2S Invasive Species
Council

Lead:
SLRD, DoS
Control invasive and noxious
3.2
plants and pests through the
Ongoing
enforcement of existing bylaws Support:
S2S Invasive Species
and protocols.
Council
Lead:
SFPC
DoS Wildlife
Work with urban and rural
Coordinator
producers on reducing
Ongoing
3.3 conflicts between food
Support:
production, agriculture, and
AGRI, ENV
wildlife.
DoS Wildlife Working
Group
Lead:
SFPC
Encourage participation in
3.4
High
Environmental Farm Plan
Support:
Program.
AGRI
Promote water conservation
3.5
practices and water licencing
within the agricultural
community.
Promote agroforestry and other
environmental best
3.6 management practices for
land clearing to increase land
access and production.

3.7

Encourage regenerative
agricultural practices.

Lead:
SFPC, FLNRORD, BFI
Support:
AGRI, BC Hydro
DoS, SLRD
Lead:
SFPC, AGRI
Support:
BCAI, SES
Lead:
SFPC, Local farmers
Support:
AGRI

Medium

Medium

Medium

Support (Place
Dots)

Tell us what you think!
Place a sticky dot on the actions you support.
G o a l 4 Plan and Prepare for Climate Change and Emergencies
Actions:
#

4.1

4.2a
(DoS)

4.2b
(SLRD
and
DoS)

4.3

Description

Continue to support wildfire risk
reduction initiatives with agricultural
stakeholders.

Include agriculture in ongoing
Community Climate Action planning
(mitigation measures for emissions
reductions, sequestration and
avoidance).

Role

Urgency

Lead:
SFPC, EMBC
Support:
DoS, SLRD
ACF

Lead:
DoS
SLRD

Ongoing

High

Incorporate agriculture in future DoS
and SLRD climate change policies
and strategies.

Lead:
EMBC, DoS
SLRD

Communicate with and involve
agricultural stakeholders in
emergency preparedness planning. Support:
BFI
ACF

4.4

Host educational events and
workshops about flood risk
management for agricultural
stakeholders.

4.5

Develop a climate adaptation and
sustainable farming practices
strategy for the Squamish Valley.

Lead:
DoS
SLRD
Support:
SFPC, BFI
ACF
Lead:
SFPC
BCAI
Support:
AGRI

High

High

Medium

Support
(Place Dots)

Tell us what you think!
Place a sticky dot on the actions you support.
G o a l 5 Align Policies and Regulations for Agriculture and Food
Actions:
#

5.1

Description
Create and maintain
Development Permit Area
Guidelines for Farmland
Protection.

5.2a
Ensure zoning supports
(DOS)
appropriately scaled processing
and value-added activities.
5.2b
(SLRD)
5.3a
(DOS) Continue to include agriculture
as a permitted use in non-ALR
5.3b urban and residential areas.
(SLRD)
5.4a
Update OCP and zoning bylaws
(DoS)
to better align with the
Agricultural Land Commission
5.4b
(ALC) Act and Regulations.
(SLRD)

5.5

Enhance compliance and
enforcement for farmland
protection.

Role
Lead:
DoS, SLRD
Support:
AGRI
Lead:
DoS, SLRD
Support:
ALC
Lead:
DoS, SLRD
Support:
SFPC, ALC
Lead:
DoS, SLRD
Support:
ALC
Lead:
DoS, SLRD

Support:
ALC
Lead:
5.6a
Ensure that existing and/or future
DoS, SLRD
(DoS)
bylaws related to cannabis
production and processing
Support:
5.6b
protect farmland.
AGRI, ALC
(SLRD)
Lead:
SFPC
5.7

Support efforts to review and
educate on farm tax policies.

5.8a
(DOS) Create clarity around options for
agricultural burning for land
clearing and crop disease
5.8b management.
(SLRD)

Support:
BC Assessment
MAH, DoS
SLRD
Lead:
DoS, SLRD
Support:
AGRI, ENV

Urgency

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

High

High

High

Medium

Medium

Support
(Place Dots)

Tell us what you think!
Place a sticky dot on the actions you support.
G o a l 6 Increase Engagement, Communication, Awareness and
Education
Actions:
#

6.1

Description

Continue maintenance of the
Regional Food Asset Map.

Role
Lead:
SFPC

Support:
BFI
Lead:
Work with Skwxwú7mesh
SFPC, BFI
Úxwumixw (Squamish Nation) to
Skwxwú7mesh
6.2 integrate Indigenous perspectives
Úxwumixw
and knowledge within food plans
and initiatives.
Support: AGRI, SD48
Support provincial-level
stakeholder engagement to
6.3 improve communications and
education about agricultural rules
and regulations.

Lead:
AGRI, ALC
Support:
DoS, SLRD

Urgency

Ongoing

High

High

Lead:
SFPC, BFI

Facilitate educational workshops
Support:
for farms and agri-food
AGRI, BCYA
businesses.
Community Futures
SSFPA, VCH
Lead:
SFPC, SD48, CSF
Identify and support opportunities Montessori schools
for school-aged children to learn Independent schools
6.5
about and engage in the food
Support:
system.
AGRI, BFI
Farm-to-School BC
Lead:
Tourism Squamish
Create an annual Squamish
6.6 Valley Farm tour.
Support:
SFPC, BFI
Lead:
Engage and educate the
SFPC, SLRFTF
6.7 financial sector and real estate
industry in agri-sector land use
Support:
issues.
Real Estate Board and Assoc
6.4

Financial institutions

High

Medium

Medium

Medium

AGRI
Lead:
Encourage the establishment of a
SFPC, BFI
local 4-H club and other
Low
6.8
apprenticeship and mentorship
Support:
programs.
AGRI, ACF, 4-H BC,BCYA

Support
(Place Dots)

Implementation Strategy

3
Implementation Leaders
District of Squamish
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District
Squamish Food Policy Council
*working with community partners*
• Collaboration, shared leadership and resourcing, will enable
focused efforts on key priorities.
• Local and regional government will provide funding, support
to SFPC to enable timely and efficient implementation.
Which actions are you most excited to see implemented?

General Comments
Please feel free to leave your comments in the space below:

Thank-you for joining us!
To keep up-to-date on the plan please visit:
slrd.bc.ca/inside-slrd/current-projects-initiatives/squamish-valleyagricultural-plan
Questions/Comments? Email: amackay@slrd.bc.ca

