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• Welcome, Territorial Acknowledgement

• Introductions

• FoodLands and Agriculture in the SLRD

• Food Policies and Plans – Key goals and objectives

• Agricultural Land Use Inventory – important findings

• Agricultural Regulations – Provincial and Municipal Roles and Responsibilities

• Ag Regulations – Overview of Key Regs and Topics/FAQs

• More Questions & Answers

• Lunch and Mingling!

Outline

Agricultural Lands Overview



Learn more:
Sḵwx̱ wú7mesh Úxwumixw
Strategic Plan 2026
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Introductions
Claire Dewar, Senior Planner
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District
cdewar@slrd.bc.ca
www.slrd.bc.ca

Sarah McJannet, Senior Planner
District of Squamish
smcjannet@squamish.ca
www.squamish.ca

Krystle tenBrink, Executive Director
Squamish CAN / Food Policy Council
krystle@squamishcan.net

Reed Bailey, Land Use Planner
Strengthening Farming Program
BC Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Reed.Bailey@gov.bc.ca

Jeffrey Weightman, Team Lead
Land Use Planning and Geospatial Unit
Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Jeffrey.Weightman@gov.bc.ca

Mike Bandy, Regional Planner
South Coast, Island, Kootenays
Agricultural Land Commission
Mike.Bandy@gov.bc.ca
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Foodlands and Agriculture 

in the SLRD

• SLRD includes 25,480 ha of ALR land – largely focused in the 
Upper Squamish Valley, Pemberton Valley, Area B/Lillooet area

• Area D includes 4,066 ha ALR land

• LG bylaws must be consistent with the ALC Act and Regulation 
AND they provide important tools to protect and enhance 
farmland for farming

• Regional Growth Strategy Goal 10: Protect and Enhance Food 
Systems: 
• Strategic Directions – implement Ag Plans, preserve agricultural land base, 

promote agricultural viability, strengthen regional connections and systems

• Monitoring – total ha workable farms, ALR land in the SLRD, plots of urban 
agriculture 



Foodlands and Agriculture 

in the SLRD
• SLRD Area D Zoning Bylaw:

– ALR land is zoned agriculture

– minimum parcel size is 40 ha

– farm residential footprint

– generally 1 farm residence per parcel

– max GFA 350 m2 for farm residence

• SLRD Area D OCP Bylaw: 
– Policies to guide decision making criteria for lands 

designated Agriculture

– Farming Protection DPA applies to all land within 300 m 
of the ALR



Food Policies + Plans



Food Policies + Plans

• Highlights District’s role in preserving the community’s 
agricultural land base and creating a positive 
regulatory environment for food and farming

• Enhances awareness and promotes policies to foster a 
more sustainable food system in Squamish

• Key Objectives and Policies

– Healthy, resilient food system in Squamish

– Increase local food security and self-sufficiency

– Protect ag land base in the region, maximize land 
availability and access to drive increased production

– Expand facilities and infrastructure for processing, 
distribution and storage (also food hubs!!)

– Increase neighbourhood food assets for access to healthy, 
affordable and culturally diverse food for all



Squamish Food Policy Council

Under the backbone of Squamish CAN

Our mission is to ensure that all members of Squamish 

have access to nutritious, safe, ecologically sustainable, 

and culturally appropriate food at all times. Our vision is 

that Squamish Valley food and agricultural lands are 

protected, and producers, processors, growers, foragers, 

and knowledge holders are supported.

Squamish Valley Agriculture Plan

• Over 52 action items over a ten year plan

• High priority action items include:

• Removing barriers for farmers

• Getting land in production

• Establishing a community farm

• Establishing a school farm

• Increasing food assets

• Increase of the procurement of 

regionally growing food 

• Leveraging funding

Squamish Food Policy Council



Food Policies + Plans



Food Policies + Plans



Ag Land Use Inventory 2017

• Details land use and land cover in agricultural areas; 
includes type and extent of agricultural activities

• Used to quantify the amount of land used, unavailable, 
and potentially available for agricultural purposes

• Provides baseline to help measure changes over time

• Key input into an Agricultural Water Demand Model 
that estimates current and future agricultural water 
needs

• Conducted using visual interpretation of aerial imagery 
combined with a drive-by “windshield” survey to 
capture a snapshot in time of land use and land cover



Ag Land Use Inventory 2017

• Survey included
– All parcels within the ALR

– Classified with Farm Status (BC Assessment)

– Contains active water license for farming or irrigation

– Zoned to permit agriculture and indicating signs of 
agriculture (aerial imagery)

Effective ALR: areas within legally surveyed ALR 
parcels and are subject to local and/or regional 
planning decisions (outside of Reserve Lands 
and outside of surveyed parcels, e.g. within 
waterways)



Ag Land Use Inventory 2017
Key Findings

• Only 2% (47 ha) of Effective 
ALR lands are being farmed

• 93% of Effective ALR is in 
natural or semi-natural state



Ag Land Use Inventory 2017

Key Findings (All ALR Parcels)

• Only 4% of the ALR parcels (11 parcels) met the “Used for farming” definition 

• 96% of the ALR parcels were “Not used for farming”



Key Findings (Private ALR Parcels)

• 34% of the parcels (58 parcels) are potentially available for agricultural production

• Greatest number of “Available for farming” parcels are 2-4 ha and 4-8 ha in size

Ag Land Use Inventory 2017



Squamish Agri-Food Sector 

Study



Ag Land Use Regulations Overview

Province of BC



Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

What is the ALR?

• Agricultural land freeze in 1972

• ALR established in 1973 as a Provincial land 
use zone where:
– Agriculture is encouraged and is recognized as 

the priority use

– Non-farm uses are regulated  

• ALR boundaries primarily based on:
– agricultural capability mapping

– existing land uses

– input from over 300 meetings



Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

What is the ALR?

4.9% 
of the 

Province is 
ALR



Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

What is the ALC?
Mandate from Section 6 of the ALC Act:

6 (1) Purpose of the Commission:
• Preserve the ALR
• Encourage farming of the ALR in collaboration with 

other communities of interest
• Encourage local/provincial government and First 

Nations to enable and accommodate farm use of the 
ALR in their bylaws, plans, and policies

6 (2) The Commission must give priority to: 
• Protecting and enhancing the size, integrity, and 

continuity of the ALR
• Use of the ALR for farm use

ALC Commissioners (2018)



Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

How does the ALR affect land use?

• Development of ALR land is subject to:
– ALC Act (overarching ALR legislation)

– ALR General Regulation (mainly procedural)

– ALR Use Regulation (permitted land uses)

– Local or regional government bylaws

• Generally, local zoning cannot prohibit farm 
uses in the ALR

• Other uses permitted by ALR Regulations can 
be restricted by bylaw (e.g. residential uses)

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/02036_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/57_2020
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/30_2019


Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

Permitted Uses in the ALR

Land uses permitted under the ALCA 
and ALR Use Regulation:

✓ Agriculture

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/30_2019


Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

Permitted Uses in the ALR

as of Dec. 31, 2021

Land uses permitted under the ALCA 
and ALR Use Regulation:

✓ Agriculture

✓ Residences 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/30_2019


Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

Other Permitted Uses in the ALR

Compatible with 
or supportive of 

farming

Farm product processing and retail sales (50% rule)

Limited events/weddings etc. (Farm status required)

Limited agri-tourism (Farm status required)

Alcohol production facilities (50% rule)

Forestry

Equestrian facilities



Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

Non-Farm Uses in the ALR

• Most non-agricultural uses require approval from 
ALC, including:

 Commercial or Industrial uses

 Additional residences

 Importing fill or removing soil

 Subdivision (including stratification)

• Important to know and disclose whether a 
property is in the ALR and understand the 
limitations on non-agricultural development



Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

Tools for Realtors

How to confirm if a property is in 
the ALR:

• ALR Property Finder

• Google Earth layer

• NOTE: the ALR notation on 
Certificate of Title is NOT reliable

https://governmentofbc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=87dee902dc5e443fbff8ca7b4311b407
https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/alr-maps/


Agricultural Land Reserve Overview

Tools for Realtors
ALC website:

• Buying and Owning Land in the ALR

• ALC Act, ALR Regulations, ALC 
Policies and Info Bulletins

• ALC Application Map

Questions? Contact ALC staff

https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/permitted-uses-in-the-alr/living-in-the-alr-information/
https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/resources/the-alc-act-and-alr-regulations/
https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=36156b64de3c4bf3970ffe1ce65a4c32&extent=-136.1332,48.0359,-107.7666,58.781
https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/contact/


Subdividing Land in the ALR

Hint: It’s bad

• Subdivision = death blow to agriculture

• Smaller parcels are less likely to be farmed



Subdividing Land in the ALR



Subdividing Land in the ALR

Hint: It’s bad

• Subdivision = death blow to agriculture

• Smaller parcels are less likely to be farmed

• Erodes long term agricultural and 
economic potential

• Increases land cost per hectare

• Increases complaints by non-ALR    
residents



Subdividing Land in the ALR

Hint: It’s bad

• But, but, but…we need more small, affordable 
lots for young farmers!

WRONG!!



Subdividing Land in the ALR



The Importance of Siting



Bye Bye Hay Field



The Importance of Siting



The Importance of Siting

2018 2020





BC Land Matching Program



BC Land Matching Program

When Leased Land is for Sale
• Clarify with buyer and seller fixtures

• What will be included in the sale? 

• What belongs to the leasing farmer?

• Any conditions in the lease agreement related                             
to a potential sale?

• Timelines for termination, right of farmer to                 
harvest crops or move perennials

• Requirements to only sell to a buyer who will                    
take assignment of the lease

• Does the buyer want to retain the farmer?



What Can I Do With My Land?

Who to Contact
• What is permitted/not permitted on ALR land

• ALC: ALCBurnaby@Victoria1.gov.bc.ca; 604-660-7000

• Information about agriculture generally 

• Ministry of Agriculture and Food: AgriServiceBC@gov.bc.ca; 
1-888-221-7141

• Options to lease farmland

• BC Land Matching Program: land@youngagrarians.org;       
1-855-561-4633

mailto:ALCBurnaby@Victoria1.gov.bc.ca
mailto:AgriServiceBC@gov.bc.ca
mailto:land@youngagrarians.org


Ag Land Use Regulations Overview

Key Topics and Approaches 
Events in the ALR - must have farm class

- up to 10 events per year
- max 150 ppl
- no permanent buildings

Agritourism 

& 

Agritourism 
Accommodation 

- must have farm class 
- can only include defined agritourism activities (e.g. tractor rides, 

harvest festivals, farm tours)
- must be temporary and seasonal
- no permanent facilities

- Agritourism Accommodation only allowed through a Temporary 
Use Permit 



Ag Land Use Regulations Overview

Key Topics and Approaches 
Dwellings Area D Zoning Bylaw:

- On parcels less than 4 ha: 1 farm residence 
- On parcels 4ha or greater: 1 employee residence or temporary 

farm worker housing may be considered via application

ALC Act/Regulation:
- secondary residences (90m2/186m2)
- additional dwellings or larger second dwellings may only be 

permitted by the ALC if it is necessary for farm use 



Ag Land Use Regulations Overview

Questions and Answers



Thank you for joining us!


